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Plastic bag threat more serious than atom bomb: Supreme Court 

 
Plastic bags like the one in picture pose a grave threat to the environment and to 
the health of both domestic and wild animals. 
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NEW DELHI: Excessive use of plastic bags and their unregulated disposal has 
been choking lakes, ponds and urban sewerage systems, the Supreme Court said on 
Monday while warning that it posed a threat more serious than the atom bomb for 
the next generation. 
 
This observation from a bench of Justices GS Singhvi and S J Mukhopadhaya 
came on a PIL filed by two Andhra Pradesh-based NGOs drawing the court's 
attention to 30-60 kg of plastic bags recovered from the stomachs of cows because 
of irresponsible disposal of plastic bags and defunct municipal waste collection 
system. 
 
The court issued notice to the Centre and state governments on the PIL seeking ban 
on use of plastic bags in municipal areas which did not have a prompt garbage 
collection, segregation and disposal system. The NGOs said absence of prompt 
garbage collection, segregation and disposal system allowed cows to rummage 
through garbage bins and eat foodstuff disposed of in plastic bags, which get stuck 
in their stomach. 
 



But the bench wanted to address the larger questions arising from indiscriminate 
use of plastic bags, which not only posed a grave threat to nature and environment 
but also to the human race itself. It suggested that the petitioner make the 
manufacturers and a television channel, which has been running a campaign 
against use of plastic, parties to the PIL for a wider scrutiny of the important issue. 
 
"All of us are watching how our lakes, ponds and urban sewerage systems are 
getting choked by plastic bags. We want to expand the scope of this petition. 
Unless we examine a total ban on plastic bags or put in place a system for 
manufacturers mandating them to collect back all plastic bags, the next generation 
will be threatened with something more serious than the atom bomb," Justices 
Singhvi and Mukhopadhaya said. 
 
The court drew the petitioner's attention to large quantities of water packed in 
plastic pouches, which were thrown around in undisciplined and uncivil manner 
across the country every day. "A rough estimate shows more than 100 million 
water pouches are thrown all over the cities and towns," the bench said. 
 
Appearing for NGOs Karuna Society for Animal and Nature and Visakha Society 
for Protection and Care of Animals, senior advocate Shyam Divan said the 
problem was more acute in urban areas where people had a habit of disposing 
leftover food in plastic bags in municipal bins. 
 
"Due to government neglect across the country, animals particularly cows and 
bulls are ingesting plastic from garbage dumps and plastic bags are littered across 
the landscape and oceans. The ingestion of plastic bags chokes the stomach of 
cows and up to 60 kg of plastic bags were found in the stomachs of cows. What 
appears to be a healthy cow is in fact a plastic-choked cow or a cow full of plastic," 
Divan said. 
 
"Apart from the plastic completely choking the digestive system of the cow and 
causing excruciating pain to the animal, plastic residues enter the human food 
chain through dairy and animal products," he added. 
 
Divan said plastic bags were increasingly posing a grave threat to wildlife too. 
"Along India's rivers and coastline, plastic waste and garbage is dumped from 
thousands of villages and towns into the water along with untreated sewage. The 
garbage including plastic waste is found by wild animals and is ingested by them," 
he said. 
 



"Turtles are highly susceptible to swallowing plastic bags as they strongly 
resemble their target prey - jellyfish and squid. In the course of sea turtle protection 
work, Pradeep Nath, one of the petitioners along with the NGOs, found that post-
mortem conducted on dead turtles showed plastic waste in their stomachs," Divan 
added. 
 
The petitioners sought following the directions from the court: 
 
* Prohibit or phase out in a time-bound manner open garbage disposal system and 
remove open garbage receptacles 
 
* Implement door-to-door garbage collection and prevent animals from moving 
around garbage storage facilities 
 
* Municipalities must segregate all plastic waste from other waste 
 
* States must issue directions prohibiting use, sale and disposal of plastic bags in 
all municipal areas 
 
* Provide animal shelters and treat cows and other animals suffering from stomach 
ache due to ingestion of plastic 
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Supreme Court mulling total ban on plastic 
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New Delhi:  The Supreme Court on Monday said it would consider a complete ban 
on the use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment. 
 
A bench headed by Justice GS Singhvi issued notice to centre and states seeking 
their response on banning plastics on a plea by an NGO, Karuna Society for 
Animals and Nature, drawing attention of the court to the plight of animals, which 
were allegedly swallowing plastic with their food. 
 
Karuna Society argued that extensive survey showed that cows eat polythene bags. 
During a test conducted on 36 cows, 32 to 50 kg of plastic bags were found in each 
cow's stomach, it said. 

Also Read 

 Plastic bags banned at Patna zoo  

1:25 

The court suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers 
should pick up the used plastic and re-cycle it. 
 
NDTV's campaign against irresponsible use of plastic came in for praise by the 



Supreme Court. 
 
The bench said, "One channel- NDTV is going on a campaign against plastics. All 
our urban areas are getting choked with plastics. We must expand the scope of this 
petition. Until we examine the total ban on plastic and ensure the collection and 
disposal of all plastic, the next generation will be faced with a ticking atom bomb. 
1000 million plastic bottles are manufactured every day for packaging drinking 
water. A photo of Yamuna in a newspaper looks like a lotus pond. In Bangalore the 
municipal corporation has developed a technology by using plastic for making 
roads (Sic)." 
 
Campaign Ambassador Priyanka Chopra launched the fourth edition of the NDTV-
Toyota Greenathon with a massive plastic clean up drive in Agra. This year's 
Greenathon focuses on discouraging the use and incorrect disposal of plastic bags. 
The 12-hour telethon takes place on May 20. 
 
For more details, log onto green.ndtv.com. 
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Tuesday , May 8 , 2012 

SC sees plastic ‘atom bomb’ 

OUR LEGAL CORRESPONDENT  

New Delhi, May 7: The Supreme Court today voiced concern over the extensive 
use of plastic bags and the dangers they posed to the environment, saying unless 
steps were taken the next generation faced a threat greater than an “atom bomb”. 

The court, which was hearing a petition by two non-government organisations 
working to protect animals, declared its intent to completely ban use of such bags 
or make it mandatory for manufacturers to pick up their plastic waste and recycle 
it. 

“Unless there is a complete ban or plastic-manufacturers retrieve and recycle the 
plastic, the next generation faces a threat that is greater than the atom bomb,” 
Justice G.S. Singhvi, sitting alongside Justice S.J. Mukhopadhyaya, said. 

Justice Singhvi also impleaded plastic makers in the case so that their views could 
be placed before the bench. 

A nation-wide ban on the use of plastic bags thinner than 20 micron thickness is 
already in place, but states have the option of imposing even more stringent limits. 

The petitioners had underlined the dangers plastic bags posed to animals, saying 
that cows and, in some cases, even turtles had landed up in hospital with 
disposable plastic bags in their stomach. 

The NGOs, Karuna Society for Animals and Nature and the Visakha Society for 
Protection and Care of Animals, said it was a fundamental duty of every citizen to 
be compassionate towards living creatures. 

Their counsel, Shyam Divan, said the open garbage disposal system had led to a 
situation in which animals were ingesting plastic bags often used to throw away 
edible waste.  



The petition said government inaction had led to a situation where the right to life 
guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution was being violated. “The right to 
life includes a right to healthful living,” it said, adding that the state was “under an 
obligation to prevent extreme cruelty and pain caused to animals by governmental 
inaction”. 

“The ingestion of plastic from plastic bags chokes the stomach of cows,” the 
petition said, adding that at times, cows are filled with plastic waste that weighed 
over 50kg. “What appears to be a ‘healthy’ cow, is in fact a ‘plastic-choked cow’,” 
it claimed. 

“Apart from the plastic completely choking the digestive system of the cow and 
causing excruciating pain to the animal, the plastic residues enter the human food 
chain through dairy and animal products. Since the health of human beings is 
directly impacted by animal products such as milk and meat which are 
contaminated by plastic residue, the issues raised in this petition directly impact the 
right to life guaranteed under Article 21,” the petition said. 

The petitioners demanded appropriate directives under the Environment 
(Protection) Act, 1986, prohibiting use, sale and disposal of plastic bags in all 
municipalities and municipal corporations and also to phase out the open garbage 
disposal system.  
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Supreme Court mulling total ban on plastic 

IANS | May 7, 2012, 09.19PM IST 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Monday said it will consider whether to 
completely ban the use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment.  
 
A bench of Justice GS Singhvi and Justice SJ Mukhopadhaya said this while hearing 
a public interest litigation (PIL), drawing attention to the plight of animals which 
swallowed plastic with their food.  
 
Issuing notice to the central and state governments and plastic makers, the court 
suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers should 
pick up used plastic for recycling.  
 
The PIL, by the Karuna Society for Animal and Nature, sought direction to the 
government to ban the use, sale and disposal of plastic bags in all municipalities 
and municipal corporations and phase out, in a time-bound manner, the "open 
garbage disposal system".  
 
Seeking the removal of open garbage receptacles, the NGO also sought directions 
requiring municipal corporations and municipalities to implement door to door 
garbage collection.  
 
It further wanted that municipal bodies should ensure that waste storage facilities 
were built and managed in such a way that animals were not allowed to move 
around their vicinity.  
 
The NGO said it runs a hospital and shelter for small animals that are injured ill or 
have been abandoned. The animals rescued and treated at the shelter include 
dogs, cats, monkeys and a variety of birds.  
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Supreme Court mulling total ban on plastic 
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New Delhi:  The Supreme Court on Monday said it would consider a complete ban 
on the use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment. 
 
A bench headed by Justice GS Singhvi issued notice to centre and states seeking 
their response on banning plastics on a plea by an NGO, Karuna Society for 
Animals and Nature, drawing attention of the court to the plight of animals, which 
were allegedly swallowing plastic with their food. 
 
Karuna Society argued that extensive survey showed that cows eat polythene bags. 
During a test conducted on 36 cows, 32 to 50 kg of plastic bags were found in each 
cow's stomach, it said. 

Also Read 

 Plastic bags banned at Patna zoo  

The court suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers 
should pick up the used plastic and re-cycle it. 
 
NDTV's campaign against irresponsible use of plastic came in for praise by the 
Supreme Court. 
 
The bench said, "One channel- NDTV is going on a campaign against plastics. All 



our urban areas are getting choked with plastics. We must expand the scope of this 
petition. Until we examine the total ban on plastic and ensure the collection and 
disposal of all plastic, the next generation will be faced with a ticking atom bomb. 
1000 million plastic bottles are manufactured every day for packaging drinking 
water. A photo of Yamuna in a newspaper looks like a lotus pond. In Bangalore the 
municipal corporation has developed a technology by using plastic for making 
roads (Sic)." 
 
Campaign Ambassador Priyanka Chopra launched the fourth edition of the NDTV-
Toyota Greenathon with a massive plastic clean up drive in Agra. This year's 
Greenathon focuses on discouraging the use and incorrect disposal of plastic bags. 
The 12-hour telethon takes place on May 20. 
 
For more details, log onto green.ndtv.com. 
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SC notice to Centre on PIL seeking ban on plastic bags 

Published: Monday, May 7, 2012, 23:20 IST  
Place: New Delhi | Agency: PTI  

The Supreme Court on Monday issued notice to the Centre and all the state 
governments on a plea seeking complete ban on use of plastic bags in the country. 

A bench headed by Justice GS Singhvi also impleaded all the plastic 
manufacturing companies in the case and also sought the government's response to 
put in place a proper mechanism for disposal of used plastic bags. 

The apex court passed the order on a PIL filed by NGOs, seeking its direction to 
government to ban the use of plastic bags alleging that these are not disposed 
properly and are eaten by animals which get stuck in their stomach. 

Observing that most of the lakes and urban drain systems are choking because of 
plastic bags, the bench said that the issue raised is important to all human beings 
and agreed to hear the PIL. 

The petitioners, a bunch of NGOs working for the welfare of animals, submitted 
that the governments be directed to implement door to door garbage collection and 
to ensure that waste storage facilities are built and managed such that animals are 
not allowed to move around in the vicinity of such facilities. 

"Due to government neglect across the country and her maritime boundaries or 
coastline, animals particularly cows and bulls, are ingesting plastic from garbage 
dumps and plastic bags littered across the landscape and oceans. The ingestion of 
plastic from plastic bags chokes the stomach of cows," the petitioners said. 

"Despite the enactment of rules for the disposal of municipal solid wastes and the 
management and handling of plastic waste, the governments have failed and 
neglected to implement these rules," they said.  
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SC mulling total ban on plastic  

7 May 2012  

Indo-Asian News Service  

NEW DELHI, 7 MAY: The Supreme Court today said it would consider whether 
to completely ban the use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment.  

A SC Bench headed by Mr Justice GS Singhvi said this during the hearing of a 
PIL (public interest litigation), drawing attention of the court to the plight of 
animals, which were allegedly swallowing plastic with their food.  

The PIL was moved by Karuna Society for Animal and Nature. The court issued 
notice to the central and state governments and the plastic manufacturers on the 
PIL.  

The court suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers 
should pick up the used plastic and re-cycle it. 
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SC notice to Centre on PIL seeking ban on plastic bags 

 

Agencies : New Delhi, Mon May 07 2012, 18:46 hrs 

 

 

The Supreme Court today issued a notice to the Centre and all state governments 
on a plea seeking complete ban on the use of plastic bags in the country.  

A bench headed by Justice G S Singhvi also impleaded all plastic manufacturing 
companies in the case and sought the government's response to put in place a 
proper mechanism for the disposal of used plastic bags.  

The apex court passed the order on a PIL filed by NGOs, seeking its direction to 
government to ban the use of plastic bags alleging these were not disposed 
properly and are eaten by animals, getting stuck in their stomach.  

Observing that most lakes and urban drain systems were choking because of plastic 
bags, the bench said the issue raised was important to all human beings and agreed 
to hear the PIL.  

The petitioners, a bunch of NGOs working for the welfare of animals, submitted 
that governments be directed to implement door to door garbage collection and to 
ensure that waste storage facilities were built and managed such that animals do 
not move around such facilities.  

"Due to government neglect across the country and her maritime boundaries or 
coastline, animals particularly cows and bulls, are ingesting plastic from garbage 
dumps and plastic bags littered across the landscape and oceans. The ingestion of 
plastic from plastic bags chokes the stomach of cows," the petitioners said.  



"Despite the enactment of rules for the disposal of municipal solid wastes and the 
management and handling of plastic waste, the governments have failed and 
neglected to implement these rules," they said.  
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Plastic bags bigger threat than atom bomb: SC 

New Delhi, May 7, 2012, DHNS: 

 

The Supreme Court on Monday sought a reply from the Centre and all state 
governments on a plea for complete ban on the use of plastic bags in the 
country, while acknowledging the deleterious effects of such materials on 
humans and animals.  
 
A bench of Justices G S Singhvi and S J Mukhopadhaya decided to hear a public 
interest litigation (PIL) seeking direction to implement the rules for disposal of 
plastic bags. 
The bench directed the NGO, Karuna Society for Animals and Nature, to implead 
plastic bag manufacturers in its petition. 
 
The plea sought directions to all the state governments to ensure that wastes in 
plastic bags were segregated after collecting from door-to-door basis, thereby 
putting a check on animals swallowing such materials.   
 
“All the drains in the country are getting choked due to plastic wastes. Unless you 
demand a mechanism to put a ban on the use of plastics, it is not going to help. Our 
next generation is sitting on consequences greater than the atomic bomb,” the court 
said. 
 
The bench advocated the mechanism developed by Bhruhat Bangalore Municipal 
Palike whereby it is using plastic waste to lay roads. 
 
“You are fighting with greed. One’s greed is taking a toll on others,” the bench 
said. 
Senior advocate Shyam Divan, appearing for the NGO, pointed out that there was 
no proper segregation of plastic wastes resulting in a continuous interface between 



animals and plastic bags that have been discarded.   
 
Due to government neglect across the country and animals, particularly cows and 
bulls, are ingesting plastic from garbage dumps and plastic bags littered across the 
landscape and oceans. 
 
The ingestion of plastic from plastic bags chokes the stomach of cows and they are 
filled with plastic waste at times over 50 kg in weight, he said.  
 
“Since the health of human beings is directly impacted by animal products such as 
milk and meat which are contaminated by plastic residue, the issues raised in this 
petition directly impact the right to life guaranteed under Article 21 of the 
Constitution of India,” Divan said. 
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Supreme Court notice to government on plastic ban 

 

The Supreme Court has decided to consider a ban on the manufacture and use of 
plastic bags or make manufacturers liable for evolving a mechanism for collecting 
such bags for recycling. 

A bench presided over by Justice G.S. Singhvi on Monday decided to make an 
effort to put an end to the menace while hearing a PIL filed jointly by Karuna 
Society for Animals and Nature, Visakha Society for Protection and Care of 
Animals and some individuals seeking a ban on open garbage disposal system to 
protect animals and the environment from the hazards of plastic. 

Though the NGOs had made a limited prayer in its bid to protect cattle and other 
animals suffering after eating polythene bags, the court decided to expand the 
scope of the petition while issuing notice to the Centre, state governments, 
municipal bodies and other respondents. 

Singhvi asked the petitioners to expand the scope of the petition and gave liberty to 
make additional prayers. He said the petitioners could seek a complete ban on 
plastic. 

 
 
Read more at: http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/supreme-court-notice-to-
government-on-plastic-ban/1/187813.html 
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The Hindu Can plastic bags be eliminated from our day-to-day life. File Photo: N. 
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The Supreme Court on Monday issued notice to the Centre and all the state 
governments on a plea seeking complete ban on use of plastic bags in the country.  

A bench headed by Justice G.S. Singhvi also impleaded all the plastic 
manufacturing companies in the case and also sought the government’s response to 
put in place a proper mechanism for disposal of used plastic bags.  

The apex court passed the order on a PIL filed by NGOs, seeking its direction to 
government to ban the use of plastic bags alleging that these are not disposed 
properly and are eaten by animals which get stuck in their stomach.  

Observing that most of the lakes and urban drain systems are choking because of 
plastic bags, the bench said that the issue raised is important to all human beings 
and agreed to hear the PIL.  

The petitioners, a bunch of NGOs working for the welfare of animals, submitted 
that the governments be directed to implement door to door garbage collection and 
to ensure that waste storage facilities are built and managed such that animals are 
not allowed to move around in the vicinity of such facilities.  

“Due to government neglect across the country and her maritime boundaries or 
coastline, animals particularly cows and bulls, are ingesting plastic from garbage 
dumps and plastic bags littered across the landscape and oceans. The ingestion of 
plastic from plastic bags chokes the stomach of cows,” the petitioners said.  

“Despite the enactment of rules for the disposal of municipal solid wastes and the 
management and handling of plastic waste, the governments have failed and 
neglected to implement these rules,” they said.  

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/article3393594.ece 

  



Plastic poses more threat than atom bomb: SC  
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Seeking a countrywide ban on use of plastic bags, the Supreme Court on 
Monday warned that the unregulated use and disposal of plastic posed a 
threat more grave than the atom bomb in the coming years.  

The occasion for the court to share its concerns came on a petition filed by two 
NGOs in the field of animal welfare and protection of nature. 

The Bench of Justices GS Singhvi and SJ Mukhopadhaya sought response of the 
Centre to the petition which cited alarming studies conducted on cow’s digestive 
system in which presence of 30-60 kilograms of plastic was found. Senior advocate 
Shyam Divan who appeared for the petitioners suggested that this plastic would 
subsequently find its way to our daily diet through milk and dairy products. 

Alarmed by the study, the bench observed, “Unless we examine a total ban on 
plastic bags or put in place a system mandating manufacturers to collect back all 
plastic bags, the next generation will be threatened with something more serious 
than the atom bomb.” 

The Court issued notice to all State Governments and plastic manufactures, while 
observing how the unregulated disposal of plastic bags choked urban sewerage 
system and caused threat to lakes and ponds. In addition, the petitioners demanded 
effective means to ensure garbage collection, segregation and disposal of plastic 
waste. 

http://www.dailypioneer.com/nation/63621-plastic-poses-more-threat-than-atom-
bomb-sc.html 

  



Notice to Centre on PIL seeking plastic bag ban 

May 08, 2012 | 

The Supreme Court on Monday issued notice to the Centre on a petition seeking 
total ban on the use and manufacturing of plastic bags throughout the country 
while citing the example of some states which had successfully implemented such 
a ban. 

The notice was issued on a PIL by NGO, Karuna, the Society for Animals and 
Nature, raising various environment related issues arising out of the large-scale use 
of plastic bags. 
Apart from environmental issues, the petitioner said the plastic bags were even 
eaten by the domesticated animals, like cows and buffaloes, and causing serious 
diseases to them. 
Notices were also issued to some plastic bags manufacturing companies named as 
respondents in the PIL, which cited the example of states like Himachal Pradesh 
passing a legislation imposing total ban on plastic bags and implementing it 
successfully. 
A bench of Supreme Court Justices G.S. Singhvi and S.J. Mukhopadhaya, while 
admitting the petition, observed that the issue raised in the PIL needed to be given 
a serious thought as the massive use of plastic bags had become a major threat to 
the environment. 

http://www.asianage.com/india/notice-centre-pil-seeking-plastic-bag-ban-878 

  



Plastic bags dangerous than atom bomb: SC 

The Supreme Court on Monday voiced concern over 
the extensive use of plastic bags and the dangers they posed to the environment, 
saying unless steps were taken the next generation faced a threat greater than an 
“atom bomb”. 

The apex court, which was hearing a petition by two non-government 
organisations working to protect animals, declared its intent to completely ban use 
of such bags or make it mandatory for manufacturers to pick up their plastic waste 
and recycle it. 

“Unless there is a complete ban or plastic-manufacturers retrieve and recycle the 
plastic, the next generation faces a threat that is greater than the atom bomb,” 
Justice G.S. Singhvi, sitting alongside Justice S.J. Mukhopadhyaya, said. 

The PIL petitioners through senior advocate Shyam Divan cited studies showing 
veterinary hospital operation data finding 30-50 kg of plastic in cows stomachs 
across the country. 

He said generally people dispose of food in plastic bags in municipal bins. 
Attracted by the food the cows eat it up along with the plastic bag, which is found 
to get stuck inside the cow’s stomach. 

http://www.bengalurutoday.com/index.php/9199 

  



SC Notice to Centre on PIL Seeking Ban on Plastic Bags 
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The Supreme Court today issued notice to the Centre and plastic bag 
manufacturing companies on a plea seeking complete ban on usage 
of plastic bags in the country. 
 
A bench headed by Justice G S Singhvi also sought the government's 
response on the plea to put in place a proper mechanism for disposal 
of used plastic bags. 
 
The apex court passed the order on a PIL filed by a NGO, Karuna 
Society, seeking its direction to government to ban the use of plastic 
bags. 
 
Observing that the issue raised by the petitioner should be given a 
serious thought, the bench agreed to hear the PIL and also issued 
notice to the Centre and plastic bag manufacturing companies.  

Filed On: May 07, 2012 15:32 IST ,  Edit 
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The Supreme Court on Monday issued notice to the Centre on a petition seeking 
total ban on the use and manufacturing of plastic bags throughout the country 
while citing the example of some states which had successfully implemented such 
a ban. 

The notice was issued on a PIL by NGO, Karuna, the Society for Animals and 
Nature, raising various environment related issues arising out of the large-scale use 
of plastic bags. 
Apart from environmental issues, the petitioner said the plastic bags were even 
eaten by the domesticated animals, like cows and buffaloes, and causing serious 
diseases to them. 
Notices were also issued to some plastic bags manufacturing companies named as 
respondents in the PIL, which cited the example of states like Himachal Pradesh 
passing a legislation imposing total ban on plastic bags and implementing it 
successfully. 
A bench of Supreme Court Justices G.S. Singhvi and S.J. Mukhopadhaya, while 
admitting the petition, observed that the issue raised in the PIL needed to be given 
a serious thought as the massive use of plastic bags had become a major threat to 
the environment. 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/channels/nation/north/notice-centre-pil-seeking-
plastic-bag-ban-537 
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Apex court mulling total ban on plastic  
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"There is a clear and present danger of an adverse health impact on humans arising 
from animals, particularly cows, - plastic waste, the petition said."  

   

New Delhi, May 7 - The Supreme Court Monday said it will consider whether to 
completely ban the use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment. 
 
A bench of Justice G.S. Singhvi and Justice S.J. Mukhopadhaya said this while hearing a 
public interest litigation -, drawing attention to the plight of animals which swallowed 
plastic with their food. 
 
Issuing notice to the central and state governments and plastic makers, the court 
suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers should pick 
up used plastic for recycling. 
 
The PIL, by the Karuna Society for Animal and Nature, sought direction to the 
government to ban the use, sale and disposal of plastic bags in all municipalities and 
municipal corporations and phase out, in a time-bound manner, the open garbage 
disposal system. 
 
Seeking the removal of open garbage receptacles, the NGO also sought directions 
requiring municipal corporations and municipalities to implement door to door 
garbage collection. 
 
It further wanted that municipal bodies should ensure that waste storage facilities 
were built and managed in such a way that animals were not allowed to move around 
their vicinity. 
 
The NGO said it runs a hospital and shelter for small animals that are injured ill or 
have been abandoned. The animals rescued and treated at the shelter include dogs, 



cats, monkeys and a variety of birds. 
 
It said it also had a hospital for large animals such as cattle, buffaloes, donkeys, horses 
and camels as well as a wild life rescue centre which is home to sloth bears, black 
buck, sambar and spotted deer. 
 
The NGO said animals should not be exposed to situations where they suffer pain and 
die due to the neglect or apathy of humans. 
 
It said the improper collection and disposal of plastic had a direct impact on the 
health and well-being of cows and other animals.  
 
The indiscriminate dumping of plastic waste in India and their consumption by cattle 
was impacting humans. 
 
There is a clear and present danger of an adverse health impact on humans arising 
from animals, particularly cows, - plastic waste, the petition said. 
 
It said that the inaction and neglect on the part of the central and state governments 
and municipal bodies breaching the fundamental right to healthy living. 
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SC notice to Centre on PIL seeking ban on plastic bags  

 Press Trust of India / New Delhi May 07, 2012, 15:05 

  The Supreme Court today issued notice to the Centre and plastic bag 
manufacturing companies on a plea seeking complete ban on usage of plastic bags 
in the country.  

A bench headed by Justice G S Singhvi also sought the government's response on 
the plea to put in place a proper mechanism for disposal of used plastic bags.  

The apex court passed the order on a PIL filed by a NGO, Karuna Society, seeking 



its direction to government to ban the use of plastic bags.  

 Observing that the issue raised by the petitioner should be given a serious 
thought, the bench agreed to hear the PIL and also issued notice to the Centre 
and plastic bag manufacturing companies.  
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The Supreme Court today issued notice to the Centre and plastic bag 
manufacturing companies on a plea seeking complete ban on usage of plastic 
bags in the country. A bench headed by Justice G S Singhvi also sought the 
government's response on the plea to put in place a proper mechanism  

for disposal of used plastic bags.  

The apex court passed the order on a PIL filed by a NGO, Karuna Society, seeking 
its direction to government to ban the use of plastic bags. 

Observing that the issue raised by the petitioner should be given a serious thought, 
the bench agreed to hear the PIL and also issued notice to the Centre and plastic 
bag manufacturing companies. 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/India-news/NewDelhi/SC-notice-to-Centre-on-
PIL-seeking-ban-on-plastic-bags/Article1-852182.aspx 
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The Supreme Court Monday said it would consider whether to completely ban the 
use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment. 

An Supreme court bench headed by Justice GS Singhvi said this during the hearing 
of a PIL (public interest litigation), drawing attention of the court to the plight of 
animals, which were allegedly swallowing plastic with their food. 

The PIL was moved by Karuna Society for Animal and Nature. 

The court issued notice to the central and state governments and the plastic 
manufacturers on the PIL. 

The court suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers 
should pick up the used plastic and re-cycle it. 

http://www.legalindia.in/supreme-court-mulling-total-ban-on-plastic-lead 
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SC notice to government on plastic bag manufacturing ban 
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Ban: Mr. Justice G. S. Singhvi  

The Supreme Court has decided to consider a ban on the manufacture and use of 
plastic bags or make manufacturers liable for evolving a mechanism for collecting 
such bags for recycling.  



A bench presided over by Justice G.S. Singhvi on Monday decided to make an 
effort to put an end to the menace while hearing a PIL filed jointly by Karuna 
Society for Animals and Nature, Visakha Society for Protection and Care of 
Animals and some individuals seeking a ban on open garbage disposal system to 
protect animals and the environment from the hazards of plastic. 

Though the NGOs had made a limited prayer in its bid to protect cattle and other 
animals suffering after eating polythene bags, the court decided to expand the 
scope of the petition while issuing notice to the Centre, state governments, 
municipal bodies and other respondents.  

Singhvi asked the petitioners to expand the scope of the petition and gave liberty to 
make additional prayers. He said the petitioners could seek a complete ban on 
plastic. 

 
Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/indiahome/indianews/article-
2140988/SC-notice-government-plastic-bag-manufacturing-
ban.html#ixzz1uGfHgk1h 
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court Monday said it would 

consider whether to completely ban the use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment.  

 

An apex court bench headed by Justice GS Singhvi said this during the hearing of a PIL (public interest 

litigation), drawing attention of the court to the plight of animals, which were allegedly swallowing 

plastic with their food.  

 

 

The PIL was moved by Karuna Society for Animal and Nature.  

 

The court issued notice to the central and state governments and the plastic manufacturers on the PIL.  

 

The court suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers should pick up the 

used plastic and re-cycle it.  

 

IANS  

http://zeenews.india.com/news/eco-news/sc-mulling-total-ban-on-plastic-bags_773697.html 
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Huge plastic waste a 'ticking bomb' 
The writer has posted comments on this articleBagish K Jha, TNN | May 9, 2012, 04.15AM IST 

INDORE: A huge plastic bag waste is taking a toll on lakes, ponds and drainage of the city. 
Every day, Indore generates around 40 tonnes of plastic out of which about 10 tonnes goes to 
integrated disposal plant. The rest is either picked up by rag pickers or left to lie around in the 
city. 

Environmentalists say that plastic bags choke lakes, ponds, urban sewerage and hundreds of 
animals die every year after consuming it. Besides, it causes air pollution if burnt in open as can 
be seen anywhere at any given day. Even the Supreme Court on Monday observed while hearing 
a PIL that threat of plastic bags, which is choking lakes, ponds and sewerage system is bigger 
than the 'atom bomb' for the next generation. 

Ashad Warsi of Hostech Eco Management said around 40 tonnes of plastic waste is generated in 
the city every day. Of which only small amount reaches the disposal centres and rest is either 
picked up by rag pickers or remains strewn all over. "It causes huge environmental, health and 
soci-economic problems," he said, adding that government of Rajasthan has fully banned use of 
plastic bags and other states too should follow the suit. 

Scientist of MP Pollution Control Board, Sunil Vyas said after February 2011 plastic of less than 
40 micron is banned in the state. "We have been carrying out drive against it. Now, there is no 
plastic bag manufacturer in the city," he said adding that their job is to regulate manufacturing 
selling and distribution of plastic comes under the municipal corporation. 

IMC health in-charge Munnalal Yadav said the IMC has been facing a major problem due to 
plastic bags. It chokes sewers and causes water-logging in monsoon. "Once a plastic goes inside 
sewers, it stays there for years causing damage to sewer lines," he said. 

Animal activist has expressed concern over killing of cattle due to plastic bags. Dr Sudhir 
Khetawat of Karuna International said hundreds of cattle die every year due to plastic bags. 
"Generally people dispose food in plastic bags, cows eat it up along with the plastic bag, which 
get stuck in their stomach and results in death," he said, adding that according to an estimate 
around 30 to 50 kg of plastic is found in the stomach of dead cows across the country. 



Faisal Hussain of Unique Eco Recyler said plastic of more than 50 micron thickness is normally 
recycled, the but thin plastic bags are dangerous as these cannot even be recycled and normally 
used as landfills. 
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Supreme Court plans complete ban on use of 
plastic 
SME News, Tuesday, May 8, 2012 09:56:25 AM IST  

 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court of India stated that it is planning to completely ban plastic use 
in the interests of animals and the environment.  

A bench of Justice GS Singhvi and Justice SJ Mukhopadhaya stated that this while hearing a 
public interest litigation (PIL). While issuing notice to the central and state governments and 
plastic makers, the apex court proposed that either the use of plastic should be either completely 
banned or the producers need to pick up used plastic for recycling.  

The PIL by the Karuna Society for Animal and Nature demanded direction to Centre to ban the 
use, sale and disposal of plastic bags in all municipalities and municipal corporations. It also 
suggested the opening of garbage disposal system.  

Demanding the removal of open garbage receptacles, the NGO wanted that municipal bodies 
need to ensure that waste storage facilities have been built and managed in such a way that 
animals were not permitted to move around their vicinity. 
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Supreme Court mulling total ban on plastic  
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The Supreme Court on Monday considered a complete ban on the use of plastics, in the interest of 
animals and the environment. 
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Plastic Bags a Bigger Threat to India's 
Future Than Nuclear Weapons: Supreme 
Court Justices 

 

Mat McDermott 
Business / Environmental Policy 
May 8, 2012  
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Anyone that's spent any amount of time in India knows that plastic litter is everywhere and it's a 
growing problem—to the degree that if something's not done to stop it and remove the waste 
that's already there future archeologists could probably identify a site's age by its plastic layers. 

The situation is so bad that, the Times of India reports, two Supreme Court justices have weighed 
in, saying plastic bags are a more serious threat to future generations than is posed by nuclear 
weapons. 

It may be a bit of rhetorical flourish in terms of the immediacy of threat, but it's not entirely 
hyperbole. 

Justices GS Singhvi and SJ Mukhopadhya: 

All of us are watching how our lakes, ponds and urban sewerage systems are getting choked by plastic 
bags. We want to expand the scope of this petition. Unless we examine a total ban on plastic bags or put 
in place a system for manufacturers mandating them to collect back all plastic bags, the next generation 
will be threatened with something more serious than the atom bomb. [...] A rough estimate shows more 
than 100 million water pouches are thrown all over the cities and towns. 

For those who aren't aware, in addition to plastic bottles of water, purified drinking water is also 
widely available in India in small clear flexible pouches, which through a combination of lack of 
public awareness regarding plastic waste disposal and, in most places, a near total lack of 
convenient waste bins, are just tossed to the ground. 

The justices weren't just opining, it was in response to petitions from two NGOs requesting 
something be done about the plastic problem on a national basis. 

A lawyer for one of the NGOs highlighted how the plastic pollution isn't just ugly, but directly 
impacts domestic animal (in addition to the more widely recognized impact on wildlife): 

Due to government neglect across the country, animals particularly cows and bulls are ingesting plastic 
from garbage dumps and plastic bags are littered across the landscape and oceans. The ingestion of 
plastic bags chokes the stomach of cows and up to 60 kg of plastic bags were found in the stomachs of 
cows. What appears to be a healthy cow is in fact a plastic-choked cow or a cow full of plastic. Apart 
from the plastic completely choking the digestive system of the cow and causing excruciating pain to the 
animal, plastic residues enter the human food chain through dairy and animal products. 

The NGOs want a phase out of open garbage disposal and open garbage bins, the beginning of 
door-to-door garbage collection, segregation of plastic waste from all other waste, a ban on 
plastic bags, treatment of cows and other animals who have ingested plastic. 

For all the virtues India has, and to my mind there are a great many, recognition of the immense 
waste and sewerage problem the nation has, and acting upon it, is not among them. If India 
wishes to continue its rise on the world stage it needs to rapidly come to terms with these 
problems and implement effective solutions to them, before the transformation of its cities, 



towns, villages, and roadsides into wholesale garbage dumps composed largely of plastic waste 
is complete. 
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Supreme Court mulling total ban on plastic 
The Supreme Court on Monday said it would consider a complete ban on the use of plastic in the 
interests of animals and the environment. A bench headed by Justice GS Singhvi issued notice to 
centre an... 
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SC: Plastic bags bigger threat than atom bomb 

New Delhi: Excessive use of plastic bags and their unregulated disposal has been choking lakes, 
ponds and sewage systems, the Supreme Court said on Monday while warning that it posed a 
threat more serious than the atom bomb for the next generation. This observation from a bench 
of Justices G S Singhvi and S J Mukhopadhaya came on a PIL filed by two Andhra based NGOs 
drawing the court’s attention to 30-60kg of plastic bags recovered from the stomachs of cows 
because of irresponsible disposal of plastic bags and a defunct municipal waste collection 
system. 
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Supreme Court may totally ban plastics 
India Blooms News Service 
 

New Delhi, May 7 (IBNS): The Supreme Court on Monday said it would 
consider to impose total ban on the use of plastics in the interest of 
environment and animals. 
 
 

The Supreme Court bench comprising of Justice GS Singhvi said this while hearing a Public 
Interest Litigation (PIL) moved by Karuna Society for Animal and Nature that drew the 
attention of the apex court on problems faced by animals who allegedly consume plastics 
with their foods. 
 
The court issued notice to the Centre and the state governments and even the plastic 
manufacturers based on the PIL. 
 
The apex court said the use of plastic should either be banned or the manufacturers should 
re-cycle the used plastics. 
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Threat of plastic bags bigger than atom bomb: SC - The Times of India 
May 07 2012  

The supreme court on Monday said the threat of plastic bags, which is choking 
lakes, ponds and urban sewer system, is bigger than the atom bomb for the next 

generation. 
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Supreme Court may totally ban plastics 
New Delhi, May 7 : The Supreme Court on Monday said it would consider to impose total ban 
on the use of plastics in the interest of environment and animals.... 

read more... 
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Plastic bag threat more serious than atom bomb: Supreme Court 

NEW DELHI: Excessive use of plastic bags and their unregulated disposal has been choking lakes, ponds 
and urban sewerage systems, the Supreme Court said on Monday while warning that it posed a threat 
more serious than the atom bomb for the next generation. 

 

Plastic bags like the one in picture pose a grave threat to the environment and to the health of both domestic and wild animals. 

This observation from a bench of Justices GS Singhvi and S J Mukhopadhaya came on a PIL filed by two 
Andhra Pradesh-based NGOs drawing the court's attention to 30-60 kg of plastic bags recovered from the 
stomachs of cows because of irresponsible disposal of plastic bags and defunct municipal waste collection 
system. Read more 

Source : economictimes.indiatimes.com 

  



http://www.theindiadaily.com/news-headlines/supreme-court-to-consider-
complete-ban-on-plastic-bags 

Supreme Court to consider complete ban on plastic bags 
Monday 07 May 2012  

The Supreme Court Monday said it would consider complete ban of using the plastic bags 
in the interests environment and the animals.  

During the hearing of a PIL (public interest litigation) was moved by Karuna Society for Animal 
and Nature, An apex court bench said , drawing attention of the court to the plight of animals, 
which were allegedly swallowing plastic with their food. 

The court issued notice to the central and state governments and the plastic manufacturers on the 
PIL. 

The court suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers should pick up 
the used plastic and re-cycle it. 
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Published by : admin2 days ago | Published on : 06:37 am, 07 May 2012 

New Delhi, May 7 (IANS) The Supreme Court Monday said it would consider whether to 

completely ban the use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment. 

 

An apex court bench headed by Justice G.S. Singhvi said this during the hearing of a PIL 

(public interest litigation), drawing attention of the court to the plight of animals, which 

were allegedly swallowing plastic with their food. 

 

The PIL was moved by Karuna Society for Animal and Nature. 

 

The court issued notice to the central and state governments and the plastic manufacturers 

on the PIL.  

 

The court suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers should pick 

up the used plastic and re-cycle it. 
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Supreme Court notice to Centre on PIL seeking ban on plastic bags    (8 Views)  

Economic Times -   Mon May 07, 2012 

NEW DELHI: The today issued notice to the Centre and manufacturing companies on a plea seeking 
complete ban on usage of plastic bags in the country. A bench headed by Justice G S Singhvi also sought 
the government's response on the plea to put in place a proper mechanism for disposal of used plastic 
bags.  
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Supreme Court Mulling Total Ban on Plastic 
May 7, 2012 | 2 days ago 

 

Plastic shopping bags of different size and types (Photo: Wikipedia) 

New Delhi: The Supreme Court Monday said it would consider whether to completely ban the 
use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment. 

An apex court bench headed by Justice G.S. Singhvi said this during the hearing of a PIL (public 
interest litigation), drawing attention of the court to the plight of animals, which were allegedly 
swallowing plastic with their food. 

The PIL was moved by Karuna Society for Animal and Nature. 

The court issued notice to the central and state governments and the plastic manufacturers on the 
PIL. 

The court suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers should pick up 
the used plastic and re-cycle it. 

Source: IANS 

  



http://www.httweets.com/in.headlines/c/257640.html 

SC notice to Centre on PIL seeking ban on plastic bags 
www.dnaindia.com | discovered: Monday, May 07, 2012 11:31:00 PM | published: Monday, May 07, 
2012 11:20:31 PM 

The Supreme Court issued notice to the Centre and all the state governments on a plea seeking 
complete ban on use of plastic bags in the country. ...  
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Notice to Indian government over polybag 
use 

 
OneWorld South Asia  
08 May 2012  
   

The Supreme Court of India has issued notices to the Government of India and state 
governments, including some manufacturers over the use and disposal of plastic bags as these 
continue to cause harm to the environment and also domestic cattle. 

The Indian Supreme Court has issued notice to the Indian government and all the state 
governments over the use and disposal of plastic bags. Notices were also issued to some plastic 
bags manufacturing companies. The court directives came in the wake of a public interest 
litigation (PIL) filed by an animal welfare NGO which sought to ban plastic bags across the 
country as improper disposal of the bags has been causing suffering among like cows and 
buffaloes and leading to diseases and death among the animals. 

A bench of Justices G.S. Singhvi and S.J. Mukhopadhaya, while admitting the petition, observed 
that the issue raised in the PIL needed to be given a serious thought and have sought the 
government's response on proper disposal of used plastic bags. The court also mentioned the 
Himalayan state of Himachal Pradesh which was the first state in India to ban the use of plastic 
carry bags. 

Himachal Pradesh has now gone a step further also banned the use as well as storage of plastic 
cups, glasses and plates. The state has even involved NGOs and people in cleaning up plastic 
waste by providing an incentive of Rs three per kg of plastic garbage collected. The plastic waste 
thus collected is being used in metalled roads as shredded plastic.  

The Delhi government too imposed a blanket ban on the use and manufacture of plastic bags in 
India's capital city just last year. It has banned shopkeepers, vendors, wholesalers, retailers and 
hawkers from selling, storing or using plastic carry bags for supplying any goods.  

With the Supreme Court taking serious note of the environmental nuisance that plastic bags 
cause and the path shown by Himachal Pradesh in weeding out the plastic from public life and 



using it in construction, the non-biodegradable element should hopefully fade out fast from 
public view. 
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Supreme Court mulling total ban on plastic 
Posted on : 07-05-2012 10:52:17 PM  By : Kiranmayi Kammara      

 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court on Monday 
said it will consider whether to completely ban 
the use of plastic in the interests of animals and 
the environment.  
 
A bench of Justice GS Singhvi and Justice SJ 
Mukhopadhaya said this while hearing a public 
interest litigation (PIL), drawing attention to 
the plight of animals which swallowed plastic 
with their food.  
 
Issuing notice to the central and state 

governments and plastic makers, the court suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or 
the manufacturers should pick up used plastic for recycling.  
 
The PIL, by the Karuna Society for Animal and Nature, sought direction to the government to 
ban the use, sale and disposal of plastic bags in all municipalities and municipal corporations and 
phase out, in a time-bound manner, the "open garbage disposal system".  
 
Seeking the removal of open garbage receptacles, the NGO also sought directions requiring 
municipal corporations and municipalities to implement door to door garbage collection.  
 
It further wanted that municipal bodies should ensure that waste storage facilities were built and 
managed in such a way that animals were not allowed to move around their vicinity.  
 
The NGO said it runs a hospital and shelter for small animals that are injured ill or have been 
abandoned. The animals rescued and treated at the shelter include dogs, cats, monkeys and a 
variety of birds.  
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Plastic Bags a Bigger Threat to India’s Future Than Nuclear Weapons: 
Supreme Court Justices 

Unless India comes to terms with its 
plastic pollution problem, its rise on the global stage may be stunted. 
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Apex court mulling total ban on plastic 
 
       
By IANS 

 India,  

 

 5/7/2012 12:49:55 PM 

New Delhi 
  
The Supreme Court Monday said it would consider whether to completely ban the use of plastic 
in the interests of animals and the environment. 
  
An apex court bench headed by Justice G.S. Singhvi said this during the hearing of a PIL (public 
interest litigation), drawing attention of the court to the plight of animals, which were allegedly 
swallowing plastic with their food. 
  
The PIL was moved by Karuna Society for Animal and Nature. 
  
The court issued notice to the central and state governments and the plastic manufacturers on the 
PIL.  
  
The court suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers should pick up 
the used plastic and re-cycle it. 
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Apex court mulling total ban on plastic 
07 May, 2012 08:40:00 NewsDesk  
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New Delhi, May 7 (IANS) The Supreme Court Monday said it will consider whether to 
completely ban the use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment.  

A bench of Justice G.S. Singhvi and Justice S.J. Mukhopadhaya said this while hearing a public 
interest litigation (PIL), drawing attention to the plight of animals which swallowed plastic with 
their food. 

  

 Issuing notice to the central and state governments and plastic makers, the court suggested that 
either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers should pick up used plastic for recycling. 

  

 The PIL, by the Karuna Society for Animal and Nature, sought direction to the government to 
ban the use, sale and disposal of plastic bags in all municipalities and municipal corporations and 
phase out, in a time-bound manner, the "open garbage disposal system". 

  

 Seeking the removal of open garbage receptacles, the NGO also sought directions requiring 
municipal corporations and municipalities to implement door to door garbage collection. 

  

 It further wanted that municipal bodies should ensure that waste storage facilities were built and 
managed in such a way that animals were not allowed to move around their vicinity. 

  



 The NGO said it runs a hospital and shelter for small animals that are injured ill or have been 
abandoned. The animals rescued and treated at the shelter include dogs, cats, monkeys and a 
variety of birds. 

  

 It said it also had a hospital for large animals such as cattle, buffaloes, donkeys, horses and 
camels as well as a wild life rescue centre which is home to sloth bears, black buck, sambar and 
spotted deer. 

  

 The NGO said animals should not be exposed to situations where they suffer pain and die due to 
the neglect or apathy of humans. 

  

 It said the improper collection and disposal of plastic had a direct impact on the health and well-
being of cows and other animals.  

  

 The indiscriminate dumping of plastic waste in India and their consumption by cattle was 
impacting humans. 

  

 “There is a clear and present danger of an adverse health impact on humans arising from 
animals, particularly cows, (consuming) plastic waste," the petition said. 

  

 It said that the inaction and neglect on the part of the central and state governments and 
municipal bodies breaching the fundamental right to healthy living. 
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India court compares plastic bags to atom 
bomb  
By Satnam Singh | PLASTICS NEWS CORRESPONDENT 

Posted May 8, 2012 

NEW DELHI (May 8, 4:30 p.m. ET) -- The Supreme Court of India is urging India’s central and 
state governments to ban plastic bags, in the interest of rights of the people and animals. 

The court said bags are choking lakes, ponds and urban sewers, creating a threat to the next 
generation that is greater than the atom bomb. 

A two-judge bench gave its ruling on a petition filed by the Karuna Society for Animals, based in 
Andhra Pradesh, India. The non-profit group provides free medical care and shelter for sick, 
injured, abandoned and abused animals. 

The society has sought a ban on plastic bags in all municipalities. According to the organization, 
cows are attracted to food in trash bins and end up ingesting plastic bags. 

“What appears to be a healthy cow, is in fact a plastic-choked cow, or a cow full of plastic,” the 
group said in its petition. “Apart from the plastic completely choking the digestive system of the 
cow and causing excruciating pain to the animal, the plastic residues enter the human food chain 
through dairy and animal products.” 

The court said drains in the country are getting clogged by plastic waste. 

“Unless you demand a mechanism to put a ban on the use of plastics, it is not going to help,” the 
court said. 
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SC notice to Centre on PIL seeking ban on 
plastic bags 
The Supreme Court today issued notice to the Centre and plastic bag manufacturing companies 
on a plea seeking complete ban on usage of plastic bags in the country. ... 

read more... 
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Supreme Court may totally ban plastics 
New Delhi, May 7 : The Supreme Court on Monday said it would consider to 
impose total ban on the use of plastics in the interest of environment and 
animals. 

The Supreme Court bench comprising of 
Justice GS Singhvi said this while hearing a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) moved by 
Karuna Society for Animal and Nature that drew the attention of the apex court on 
problems faced by animals who allegedly consume plastics with their foods. 
 
The court issued notice to the Centre and the state governments and even the plastic 
manufacturers based on the PIL. 
 
The apex court said the use of plastic should either be banned or the manufacturers 
should re-cycle the used plastics. (IBNS)  
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Apex court mulling total ban on plastic  
May 7, 2012 | Legal / Law / Rights | Written by Nitesh  

 

New Delhi, May 7: The Supreme Court Monday said it would consider whether to completely 
ban the use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment.  

An apex court bench headed by Justice G.S. Singhvi said this during the hearing of a PIL (public 
interest litigation), drawing attention of the court to the plight of animals, which were allegedly 
swallowing plastic with their food.  

The PIL was moved by Karuna Society for Animal and Nature.  

The court issued notice to the central and state governments and the plastic manufacturers on the 
PIL.  

The court suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers should pick up 
the used plastic and re-cycle it.  

IANS  

  



http://www.thehansindia.info/News/Article.asp?category=1&subCategory=1&ContentId=57881 
‘Why not ban plastic bags?’  

 
The Supreme Court on Monday issued notice to the Centre and plastic bag manufacturing 
companies on a plea seeking complete ban on usage of plastic bags in the country. 
 
A bench headed by Justice G.S. Singhvi also sought the government’s response on the plea to put 
in place a proper mechanism for disposal of used plastic bags. 
 
The apex court passed the order on a PIL filed by a NGO, Karuna Society, seeking its direction 
to government to ban the use of plastic bags. 
 
Observing that the issue raised by the petitioner should be given a serious thought, the bench 
agreed to hear the PIL and also issued notice to the Centre and plastic bag manufacturing 
companies. 
 
PTI 
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Supreme Court mulling total ban on plastic 
 

 

New Delhi, May 7: The Supreme Court Monday said it would consider whether to completely 
ban the use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment. 

An apex court bench headed by Justice G.S. 
Singhvi said this during the hearing of a PIL (public interest litigation), drawing attention of the 
court to the plight of animals, which were allegedly swallowing plastic with their food. 

The PIL was moved by Karuna Society for Animal and Nature. 

The court issued notice to the central and state governments and the plastic manufacturers on the 
PIL. 

The court suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers should pick up 
the used plastic and re-cycle it. 
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10 Updates 

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday said it would consider a complete ban on the use of 
plastic in the interests of animals and the environment. A bench headed by Justice GS Singhvi 
issued notice to centre and s ... 
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Info 
Description 
 

The Supreme Court on Monday said it would consider a complete ban on the use of plastic in the 
interests of animals and the environment. 

  



http://www.india.com/topic/Ban-plastic.html 

Latest News & Stories on Ban plastic 
SC mulling total ban on plastic bags  

The Supreme Court Monday said it would consider whether to completely ban the use of 
plastic in the interests of animals and the environment. New Delhi: The Supreme Court 
Monday said it would consider whether to completely ban the use of plastic in the interests 
of animals and the environment. An apex court bench headed by Justice GS Singhvi said 
this during the hearing of a PIL (public interest litigation), drawing attention of the court to 
the plight of animals, which were allegedly swallowing plastic with their food.  

By Zee NewsPosted at May 7 2012, 12:47 pm 
Tags: Supreme Court, Plastic bags, Ban plastic 
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New Delhi, May 07: 

The supreme court on Monday said the threat of plastic bags, which is choking lakes, ponds and 
urban sewer system, is bigger than the atom bomb for the next generation. 

Issuing notice in a PIL to the Centre and state governments, a bench of Justices G S Singhvi and 
S J Mukhopadhaya said unless a total ban on plastic bags was put in place the situation would be 
uncontrollable. 

The PIL petitioners through senior advocate Shyam Divan cited studies showing veterinary 
hospital operation data finding 30-50 kg of plastic in cows stomachs across the country. 

He said generally people dispose of food in plastic bags in municipal bins. Attracted by the food 
the cows eat it up along with the plastic bag, which is found to get stuck inside the cow's 



stomach. 
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PIL seeking ban on plastic bags - Court 
notice to Center 
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Acting on a plea seeking total ban of plastic bag usage, the Supreme Court has issued notices to 
the Central and State governments directing the ban of plastic bags in the country. 

The Public Interest Litigation (PIL) was filed by an NGO stating that the plastic bags on roads 
were being eaten by animals, which was potentially dangerous to them.  The court accepted the 
PIL stating that it has raised an important issue. It's known tat even drainage system is being 
disturbed due to choking caused by plastic bags. 

The petitioners said: "Due to government neglect across the country and her maritime boundaries 
or coastline, animals particularly cows and bulls, are ingesting plastic from garbage dumps and 
plastic bags littered across the landscape and oceans. The ingestion of plastic from plastic bags 
chokes the stomach of cows." 

Already plastic bag ban is effective in many parts of the country including Nilgiris and 
Hyderabad. Now that the apex court ordered ban all over the world, people will no more see the 
dirty plastic bags on the roads. There is however a question whether use of plastic disposable 
glasses will also be banned. (Phani) 

Tagged under : Supreme Court apex court PIL plastic ban Central and State Governments 

  



 

Supreme Court mulling total ban on plastic    (9 Views)  

NDTV -   Mon May 07, 2012 

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday said it would consider a complete ban on the use of plastic in 
the interests of animals and the environment.A bench headed by Justice GS Singhvi issued notice to 
centre and states seeking their response on banning plastics on a plea by an NGO, Karuna Society for 
Animals and Nature, drawing attention of the court to the plight of animals, which were allegedly 
swallowing plastic with their food.Karuna Society argued that extensive survey showed that cows eat 
polythene bags. During a test conducted on 36 cows, 32 to 50 kg of plastic bags were found in each 
cow's stomach, it said.The court suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers 
should pick up the used plastic and re-cycle it.NDTV's campaign against irresponsible use of plastic came 
in for praise by the Supreme Court.The bench said, "One channel- NDTV is going on a campaign against 
plastics.  

http://newspolitan.com/forum/art/india/delhi/GQ2TQM3UHE6UCVCT_4183499 
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Supreme Court may totally ban plastics 
– May 7, 2012Posted in: India 

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday said it would consider to impose total ban on the use 
of plastics in the interest of environment and animals. The Supreme Court bench comprising of 
Justice GS Singhvi said this while hearing a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) moved by Karuna 
Society for Animal and Nature that drew the attention of the apex court on problems faced by 
animals who allegedly consume plastics with their foods. 

The court issued notice to the Centre and the state governments and even the plastic 
manufacturers based on the PIL. The apex court said the use of plastic should either be banned or 
the manufacturers should re-cycle the used plastics. 
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Plastic bag threat more serious than atom bomb: Supreme Court - The 
Economic Times 

economictimes.indiatimes.com: : The Supreme Court said on Monday while warning that it 
posed a threat more serious than the atom bomb for the next generation. 
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India court compares plastic bags to atom 
bomb 
May 8, 2012 
NEW DELHI (May 8, 4:30 p.m. ET) -- The Supreme Court of India is urging India’s central and 
state governments to ban plastic bags, in the interest of rights of the people and animals. The 
court said bags are choking lakes, ponds and urban sewers, creating a threat to the next 
generation that is greater than the atom bomb.  

Source: Plastics News - Film/sheet making  
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 NEW DELHI, India 

The Supreme Court on Monday issued notice to the center and plastic bag manufacturing 
companies on a plea seeking complete ban on usage of plastic bags in the country. 

A bench headed by Justice G.S. Singhvi also sought the government’s response on the 
plea to put in place a proper mechanism for disposal of used plastic bags. 

The apex court passed the order on a public interest litigation filed by an NGO, Karuna 
Society, seeking its direction to government to ban the use of plastic bags. 

Observing that the issue raised by the petitioner should be given serious thought, the 
bench agreed to hear the PIL. 

  



http://hindi.oneindia.in/videos/watch/58042/supreme-court-mulling-total-ban-on-plastic.html 
http://hindi.oneindia.in/videos/watch/58042/supreme-court-mulling-total-ban-on-plastic.html 

The Supreme Court on Monday considered a complete ban on the use of plastics, in the interest of 
animals and the environment. 
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Apex court mulling total ban on plastic 
New Delhi, May 7 : The Supreme Court Monday said it will consider whether to 
completely ban the use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment. 

A bench of Justice G.S. Singhvi and Justice 
S.J. Mukhopadhaya said this while hearing a public interest litigation (PIL), drawing 
attention to the plight of animals which swallowed plastic with their food. 
 
Issuing notice to the central and state governments and plastic makers, the court 
suggested that either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers should pick up 
used plastic for recycling. 
 
The PIL, by the Karuna Society for Animal and Nature, sought direction to the 
government to ban the use, sale and disposal of plastic bags in all municipalities and 
municipal corporations and phase out, in a time-bound manner, the "open garbage 
disposal system". 
 
Seeking the removal of open garbage receptacles, the NGO also sought directions 
requiring municipal corporations and municipalities to implement door to door garbage 
collection. 
 
It further wanted that municipal bodies should ensure that waste storage facilities were 
built and managed in such a way that animals were not allowed to move around their 
vicinity. 
 
The NGO said it runs a hospital and shelter for small animals that are injured ill or have 
been abandoned. The animals rescued and treated at the shelter include dogs, cats, 
monkeys and a variety of birds. 
 
It said it also had a hospital for large animals such as cattle, buffaloes, donkeys, horses 
and camels as well as a wild life rescue centre which is home to sloth bears, black buck, 
sambar and spotted deer. 
 
The NGO said animals should not be exposed to situations where they suffer pain and 
die due to the neglect or apathy of humans. 
 
It said the improper collection and disposal of plastic had a direct impact on the health 
and well-being of cows and other animals. 
 



The indiscriminate dumping of plastic waste in India and their consumption by cattle 
was impacting humans. 
 
"There is a clear and present danger of an adverse health impact on humans arising 
from animals, particularly cows, (consuming) plastic waste," the petition said. 
 
It said that the inaction and neglect on the part of the central and state governments and 
municipal bodies breaching the fundamental right to healthy living. (IANS)  
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Supreme Court notice to Centre on PIL 
seeking ban on plastic bags 
 

10 Updates 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court today issued notice to the Centre and plastic bag 
manufacturing companies on a plea seeking complete ban on usage of plastic bags in the country. 
A bench headed by Justice G S Sin ... 

  



 http://www.dayandnightnews.com/2012/05/sc-notice-to-centre-on-pil-seeking-ban-on-plastic-
bags/ 
SC notice to Centre on PIL seeking ban on plastic bags 

The Supreme Court today issued notice to the Centre and plastic bag 
manufacturing companies on a plea seeking complete ban on usage of plastic bags in the country. 

A bench headed by Justice G S Singhvi also sought the government’s response on the plea to put 
in place a proper mechanism for disposal of used plastic bags. The apex court passed the order 
on a PIL filed by a NGO, Karuna Society, seeking its direction to government to ban the use of 
plastic bags. Observing that the issue raised by the petitioner should be given a serious thought, 
the bench agreed to hear the PIL and also issued notice to the Centre and plastic bag 
manufacturing companies. 
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New Delhi: In the interest of animals and the environment, the Apex Court on Monday said that it will 
consider whether to completely ban the use of plastic. 
 
A bench of Justice G.S. Singhvi and Justice S.J. Mukhopadhaya said this while hearing a public interest 
litigation (PIL), drawing attention to the plight of animals which swallowed plastic with their food. 
 
Issuing notice to the central and state governments and plastic makers, the court suggested that either 



the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers should pick up used plastic for recycling. 
 
The PIL, by the Karuna Society for Animal and Nature, sought direction to the government to ban the 
use, sale and disposal of plastic bags in all municipalities and municipal corporations and phase out, in a 
time-bound manner, the "open garbage disposal system". 
 
Seeking the removal of open garbage receptacles, the NGO also sought directions requiring municipal 
corporations and municipalities to implement door to door garbage collection. 
 
It further wanted that municipal bodies should ensure that waste storage facilities were built and 
managed in such a way that animals were not allowed to move around their vicinity. 
 
The NGO said it runs a hospital and shelter for small animals that are injured ill or have been 
abandoned. The animals rescued and treated at the shelter include dogs, cats, monkeys and a variety of 
birds. 
 
It said it also had a hospital for large animals such as cattle, buffaloes, donkeys, horses and camels as 
well as a wild life rescue centre which is home to sloth bears, black buck, sambar and spotted deer. 
 
The NGO said animals should not be exposed to situations where they suffer pain and die due to the 
neglect or apathy of humans. 
 
It said the improper collection and disposal of plastic had a direct impact on the health and well-being of 
cows and other animals. 
 
The indiscriminate dumping of plastic waste in India and their consumption by cattle was impacting 
humans. 
 
"There is a clear and present danger of an adverse health impact on humans arising from animals, 
particularly cows, (consuming) plastic waste," the petition said. 
 
It said that the inaction and neglect on the part of the central and state governments and municipal 
bodies breaching the fundamental right to healthy living. 
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Supreme Court mulling total ban on plastic    (4 Views)  

The Times of India -   Mon May 07, 2012 

NEW DELHI: The on Monday said it will consider whether to completely ban the use of in the interests of 
animals and the environment. A bench of Justice and said this while hearing a public interest litigation 
(PIL), drawing attention to the plight of animals which swallowed plastic with their food.  
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New Delhi, May 7 (IANS) The Supreme Court Monday said it will consider whether to 
completely ban the use of plastic in the interests of animals and the environment.  

A bench of Justice G.S. Singhvi and Justice S.J. Mukhopadhaya said this while hearing a public 
interest litigation (PIL), drawing attention to the plight of animals which swallowed plastic with 
their food. 

Issuing notice to the central and state governments and plastic makers, the court suggested that 
either the use of plastic be banned or the manufacturers should pick up used plastic for recycling. 

The PIL, by the Karuna Society for Animal and Nature, sought direction to the government to 
ban the use, sale and disposal of plastic bags in all municipalities and municipal corporations and 
phase out, in a time-bound manner, the "open garbage disposal system". 

Seeking the removal of open garbage receptacles, the NGO also sought directions requiring 
municipal corporations and municipalities to implement door to door garbage collection. 

It further wanted that municipal bodies should ensure that waste storage facilities were built and 
managed in such a way that animals were not allowed to move around their vicinity. 



The NGO said it runs a hospital and shelter for small animals that are injured ill or have been 
abandoned. The animals rescued and treated at the shelter include dogs, cats, monkeys and a 
variety of birds. 

It said it also had a hospital for large animals such as cattle, buffaloes, donkeys, horses and 
camels as well as a wild life rescue centre which is home to sloth bears, black buck, sambar and 
spotted deer. 

The NGO said animals should not be exposed to situations where they suffer pain and die due to 
the neglect or apathy of humans. 

It said the improper collection and disposal of plastic had a direct impact on the health and well-
being of cows and other animals.  

The indiscriminate dumping of plastic waste in India and their consumption by cattle was 
impacting humans. 

"There is a clear and present danger of an adverse health impact on humans arising from animals, 
particularly cows, (consuming) plastic waste," the petition said. 

It said that the inaction and neglect on the part of the central and state governments and 
municipal bodies breaching the fundamental right to healthy living.  

          

(For updates you can share with your friends, follow Taaza News on Facebook, Twitter and 
Google+ 

 

 

  



http://news.oneindia.in/2012/05/07/sc-says-
plastic-posing-bigger-threat-than-atom-
bomb-996400.html 

SC says plastic posing bigger threat than 
atom bomb 
Monday, May 7, 2012, 14:54 [IST]  

 

 

  

SHARE THIS STORY 

Tweet  

 

2  

 

Ads by Google 
Plastic Products Manufacturing  Star-Prototype.com/Tooling 
Great Quality Great Value 24h Quote UK Owned and Managed in China 



New Delhi, May 7: Finally waking up to the hazardous effects of plastic on the environment, the apex 
court in a strong statement said that the threat of plastic bags, that is choking lakes, ponds and urban 
sewer system, is bigger than the atom bomb for the next generation. 
 
The Supreme Court was responding to a PIL filed by petitioners through senior advocate Shyam Divan 
where they cited studies showing veterinary hospital operation data that found 30-50 kg of plastic in 
cows stomachs across the country. The SC issued a notice to the Centre and state governments stating 
that unless a total ban on plastic bags was put in place the situation would be uncontrollable. The 
comments were made by a bench of Justices GS Singhvi and SJ Mukhopadhaya.  
 
The advocate speaking on behalf of the petitioners said that people dispose off food in plastic bags in 
municipal bins. Attracted to the food, the cows chew up the food along with the plastic bags that 
ultimately gets deposited in the cow’s stomach that leads to their death. 
 
The PIL was moved by Karuna Society for Animal and Nature. The apex court also suggested that either 
the use of plastic be completely banned or the manufacturers pick up the used plastic and re-cycle it.  
 
OneIndia News 
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Plastic Bags a Bigger Threat to India's Future Than Nuclear Weapons: 
Supreme Court Justices  

 

Apart from the plastic completely choking the digestive system of the cow and causing 
excruciating pain to the animal, plastic residues enter the human food chain through dairy and 
animal products. Anyone that's spent any amount of time in India knows... Full Article at 
Treehugger  

  



http://video.india.com/politics/vnt/87267/1/supreme-court-mulling-total-ban-on-plastic-7-May-
episode-.html 

The Supreme Court on Monday considered a complete ban on the use of plastics, in the interest of 
animals and the environment. 
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Supreme Court mulling total ban on plastic 
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New Delhi: Observing that plastic bags pose a bigger threat than an atom bomb for the future 
generation, the Supreme Court on Monday sought reply from the manufacturing companies as to why 
there should not be a blanket ban on use of such bags.  

A bench headed by Justice G S Singhvi also issued notice to the Centre on a PIL seeking a 
proper mechanism to for disposal of used plastic bags. It said that plastic bags are choking water 
bodies and urban sewer system.  

The observation came on a PIL filed by an NGO, Karuna Society, seeking directions to the 
government to ban use of plastic bags. Senior counsel Shyam Divan, on behalf of the NGO, cited 
studies showing veterinary hospital operation data finding 30-50 kg of plastic in cows stomachs 
across the country.  

The apex court had earlier banned the sale of tobacco products like gutkha and pan masala in 
plastic pouches from... 
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Wednesday, May 9, 2012 

Plastic Bags a Bigger Threat to India's Future Than Nuclear Weapons: Supreme Court 
Justices  

Unless India comes to terms with its 
plastic pollution problem, its rise on the global stage may be stunted. 

Source: http://www.treehugger.com/environmental-policy/plastic-bags-bigger-threat-india-
future-than-nuclear-weapons.html 
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Wednesday, May 9, 2012 

Plastic Bags a Bigger Threat to India’s Future Than Nuclear Weapons  

 

 

Written by Mat McDermott 

Anyone that’s spent any amount of time in India knows that plastic litter is everywhere and it’s a 
growing problem—to the degree that if something’s not done to stop it and remove the waste 
that’s already there future archeologists could probably identify a site’s age by its plastic layers. 

The situation is so bad that, the Times of India reports, two Supreme Court justices have 
weighed in, saying plastic bags are a more serious threat to future generations than is posed by 
nuclear weapons. 

It may be a bit of rhetorical flourish in terms of the immediacy of threat, but it’s not entirely 
hyperbole. 

Justices GS Singhvi and SJ Mukhopadhya: 

All of us are watching how our lakes, ponds and urban sewerage systems are getting choked by 
plastic bags. We want to expand the scope of this petition. Unless we examine a total ban on 
plastic bags or put in place a system for manufacturers mandating them to collect back all plastic 
bags, the next generation will be threatened with something more serious than the atom bomb. 
[...] A rough estimate shows more than 100 million water pouches are thrown all over the cities 
and towns. 

For those who aren’t aware, in addition to plastic bottles of water, purified drinking water is also 
widely available in India in small clear flexible pouches, which through a combination of lack of 
public awareness regarding plastic waste disposal and, in most places, a near total lack of 
convenient waste bins, are just tossed to the ground. 

The justices weren’t just opining, it was in response to petitions from two NGOs requesting 
something be done about the plastic problem on a national basis. 



A lawyer for one of the NGOs highlighted how the plastic pollution isn’t just ugly, but directly 
impacts domestic animal (in addition to the more widely recognized impact on wildlife): 

Due to government neglect across the country, animals particularly cows and bulls are ingesting 
plastic from garbage dumps and plastic bags are littered across the landscape and oceans. The 
ingestion of plastic bags chokes the stomach of cows and up to 60 kg of plastic bags were found 
in the stomachs of cows. What appears to be a healthy cow is in fact a plastic-choked cow or a 
cow full of plastic. Apart from the plastic completely choking the digestive system of the cow and 
causing excruciating pain to the animal, plastic residues enter the human food chain through 
dairy and animal products. 

The NGOs want a phase out of open garbage disposal and open garbage bins, the beginning of 
door-to-door garbage collection, segregation of plastic waste from all other waste, a ban on 
plastic bags, treatment of cows and other animals who have ingested plastic. 

For all the virtues India has, and to my mind there are a great many, recognition of the immense 
waste and sewerage problem the nation has, and acting upon it, is not among them. If India 
wishes to continue its rise on the world stage it needs to rapidly come to terms with these 
problems and implement effective solutions to them, before the transformation of its cities, 
towns, villages, and roadsides into wholesale garbage dumps composed largely of plastic waste 
is complete. 

This post was originally published by TreeHugger. 
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Plastic bags a bigger threat than N-bomb: SC  
'Must Examine Ban Or Order Proper Retrieval' 

 

New Delhi: Excessive use of plastic bags and their unregulated disposal has been choking lakes, ponds 
and urban sewerage systems, the Supreme Court said on Monday while warning that it posed a threat 
more serious than the atom bomb for the next generation.  

    This observation from a bench of Justices G S Singhvi and S J Mukhopadhaya came on a PIL filed by 
two Andhra Pradesh-based NGOs drawing the court's attention to 30-60 kg of plastic bags recovered 
from the stomachs of cows.  

    The court issued notice to the Centre and state governments on the PIL, which has sought a ban on 
the use of plastic bags in municipal areas which did not have a prompt garbage collection, segregation 
and disposal system. The NGOs said the absence of such a system allowed cows to consume foodstuff 
dumped in plastic bags, which then get stuck in their stomach.  

    But the bench wanted to address the larger questions arising from the indiscriminate use of plastic 
bags, which not only posed a grave threat to the environment but also to the human race itself. It 
suggested that the petitioner make the manufacturers and a TV channel, which has been running a 
campaign against the use of plastic, parties to the PIL for wider scrutiny of the important issue.  

    "All of us are watching how our lakes, ponds and urban sewage systems are getting choked by plastic 
bags. We want to expand the scope of this petition. Unless we examine a total ban on plastic bags or put 
in place a system for manufacturers mandating them to collect back all plastic bags, the next generation 
will be threatened with something more serious than the atom bomb," the bench said.  

Year after Binayak, Red leader charged with sedition gets bail  

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday granted bail to Naxal leader Narayan Sanyal (78) more than a 
year after it had ordered release of Dr Binayak Sen in the sedition case in which both were convicted by 
a Raipur court in Chhattisgarh.  

    If the mindless violence, kidnappings and killings in Naxal infested areas were taken note of by the 
apex court, it also factored in grant of bail to Dr Sen (61), whose conviction and rejection of bail plea by 
Chhattisgarh HC had created a frenetic coverage and debate in media. The SC bench asked Chhattisgarh 
to show if Sanyal was accused of any heinous crime warranting rejection of his bail plea and said mere 
propagation of ideology which is not palatable to majority might not be a good ground to deny the man 
parity in law. TNN 
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